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Tips & Tricks



5 hr 20 min
25 min break
15 topics -110 

Questions 

About the Environmental FE
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3 Fundamental Rules for the Civil FE

Following these exact rules allowed me to pass the first try without sacrificing my 
social and family life, and my hours at work. 

1. Time is the number one killer of this test, not how much you know on the 
topic.

2. Make a schedule and stick by it till the finish line.
3. Practice tests, quizzes, workbooks, and videos in the last leg of the race.

Everyone is different! Try these strategies along with your very own! Some like to 
independently, and others like to be quizzed amongst a group.



1. It’s not a difficult test!

5 hour test broken into two parts with your choice of timing on each part.

● Be weary...the second part (general engineering courses) will take you much 
much longer! Leave more time for the second half.

● Master the reference manual. You should know where everything is in that 
manual when you are going to take the exam.

One question I received: Which of the following represents the correct ultimate 
combination of dead and live  

A. D + L
B. 1.4 D +1 L
C. 1.2D + 1.6 L



2. Live by that schedule...

Assign days for specific subjects. Have strong accountability, if not have partner(s) 
that will drag you into studying. 

Heavy subjects, such as environmental, water, etc. should be full day or multiple 
days depending on how many hours you study.

Plan your schedule in a time where school is not priority. *I began studying 
december 10th and took it January 12th (After Dec Finals and before Spring 
Semester).



3. Practice, Practice, Practice, Practice, & Rest!

Focus on what is your strength, and what is worth 
most on the test.
● I.e. Water resources, transportation, geotech 

account for almost 30% of the exam
Use all available resources!
● Use the FE Civil Review Book to study 
● PPI for weekly quizzes to test your knowledge
● Four days before exam take exams

○ PPI and or FE practice exam

● enGENIEer covers a lot of material
especially formulas that are not in the manual!!!



It is perfectly okay to be nervous, some have studied months, 
others have studied days. Everyone is different and you will 
always feel like you’re never ready. Muster up that confidence 
and believe in yourself.

The days waiting until you find your result will be very long, but 
when you see that green “PASSED” it will all be worth it!

Doors will open up and jobs will be easier to land! For those that 
are interns, it may come with a raise.

Most importantly, it will be mean you are one step away from 
going after your PE License.

GO IN AND OUT OF THE TEST CONFIDENT!!!!!
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General Tips: Prior to Examination



General Tips: How to Prepare



General Tips: What I Did



General Tips: What to Expect
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● Know your strengths and weaknesses.
● Create a schedule that accounts for days off and 

breaks.
○ 3 and 8 hours on weekdays and weekends.
○ Do exercise or a sport to tire you out physically.

● Study with someone.

Preparing to study:



● Use a digital copy of the manual and understand each section, formulas, graphs, etc.
● Take full of advantage of your calculator for mathematics and statistics.

○ Watch tutorial videos.
○ Download PDF manual.

● Don’t strive for perfection in a material. You need to be a jack of all traits.
○ Know a subject so you can explain it to someone.

● Listen to youtube videos while driving. Recomm. Gregory Michaelson.
● Its okay if its overwhelming. Do not reschedule or cancel exam date. “90% is just showing up”.
● Use the practice test as if it were testing day:

○ Buy a monitor to simulate the split screen.
○ What snack are you going to eat?

● Use a pen instead of a pencil.
● KNOW YOUR STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

Studying:



During the exam:
● Take something that does not have a lot of pockets, ex. Cargo pants.
● Be 15-30 mins early.
● Ask for extra paper if possible.
● Look presentable.
● Do not leave questions unanswered blank.

○ Process of elimination.
● Create a table for questions you flagged:

● Ask for extra paper, and stay organized when doing the work for a question.
○ Write the question number next to the work.
○ Be conservative on your space when writing parts of the question.

● Stay focused on your goal.
● Relax the day of your exam. You didn't pass? Who cares? It’s the end goal that matters.
● 👏KNOW👏YOUR STRENGTHS👏AND👏WEAKNESSES👏

Complete guess 5,9
Hazzy material 15,18

Need time to figure out 4,13



Questions?


