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Tips & Tricks

How to Prepare

Find a study buddy

Commit to a certain amount of
hours a week (26 hrs/week)
Practice timing yourself

Google your testing location
Practice with screen split

Use the practice test as a practice
test and not a study guide

Get to know your calculator
Memorize important conversions

Testing Day

e Use comfortable clothes without a
lot of pockets

e Bring food/snacks and water for
break

e Bring NCEES approved calculator

e Double check your testing location

e Arrive 30-15 min before

e Stay calm, you are prepared!



About the Environmental FE

A lot of sections are Each section is not Once you finish the
similar to the Civil FE,  evenly distributed first half you can't
you can use some of  (more questions in go back
the same material the first half)
Make smart decisions Be mindful of the time
on what questions to during your break or 5 hr 20 min
‘ : . 25 min break
flag. Don't leave you'll lose time for the 15 topics -110

unanswered questions second half Questions
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e Bliss & Nyitray - Structural Engineer



3 Fundamental Rules for the Civil FE

Following these exact rules allowed me to pass the first try without sacrificing my
social and family life, and my hours at work.

1. Time is the number one killer of this test, not how much you know on the
topic.

2. Make a schedule and stick by it till the finish line.

3. Practice tests, quizzes, workbooks, and videos in the last leg of the race.

Everyone is different! Try these strategies along with your very own! Some like to
independently, and others like to be quizzed amongst a group.



1. It's not a difficult test!

5 hour test broken into two parts with your choice of timing on each part.

e Be weary...the second part (general engineering courses) will take you much
much longer! Leave more time for the second half.

e Master the reference manual. You should know where everything is in that
manual when you are going to take the exam.

One question | received: Which of the following represents the correct ultimate
combination of dead and live

A. D+L
B. 14D+1L
C. 12D+16L




2. Live by that schedule...

Assign days for specific subjects. Have strong accountability, if not have partner(s)
that will drag you into studying.

Heavy subjects, such as environmental, water, etc. should be full day or multiple
days depending on how many hours you study.

Plan your schedule in a time where school is not priority. *I began studying
december 10th and took it January 12th (After Dec Finals and before Spring
Semester).



3. Practice, Practice, Practice, Practice, & Rest!

Focus on what is your strength, and what is worth
most on the test. FE Civil
e |.e. Water resources, transportation, geotech il

account for almost 30% of the exam
Use all available resources!
e Use the FE Civil Review Book to study '
e PPl for weekly quizzes to test your knowledge =

e Four days before exam take exams
o PPl and or FE practice exam

e enGENIEer covers a lot of material
especially formulas that are not in the manual!!!

PP

PPI2PASS.COM

A KAPLAN COMPANY

NCEES

enGENIEer FE

8.33K subscribers civil
practice exam




GO IN AND OUT OF THE TEST CONFIDENT!!!
It is perfectly okay to be nervous, some have studied months,
others have studied days. Everyone is different and you will FE Civil
always feel like you're never ready. Muster up that confidence Format: Computer
and believe in yourself. Result: [(£253
Next steps
The days waiting until you find your result will be very long, but A,
when you see that green “PASSED” it will all be worth it! e NAMg ),
\\\\ - WCENSE f'ﬁ//
Doors will open up and jobs will be easier to land! For those that :5:/' No X ‘“ E

are interns, it may come with a raise.

Most importantly, it will be mean you are one step away from 7, 8,
. . /, \
going after your PE License. ST
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General Tips: Prior to Examination

Accountability

B
Yis 4

We have one body, take
care of it.

Mental, physical, and
emmotional health.

Take your classes seriously.
Recommend:
- Steel Design (FE & PE)
- Prestressed Concrete (PE)

Know yourself.
Prioritize.
Be organized.
Conquer.




General Tips: How to Prepare

Download the NCEES Take Practice Exams
Reference Handbook PPI Learning Hub has 2
Use it EVERY time you study NCEES sells 1

Select a Study

Create a Realistic Relax
Schedule Method
_ _ _ Be sure to breathe!
Have a set routine with: Some options: Don't study the day before
Designated study times Review course books
Work (if applicable) Practice problem books
School times PPI Learning Hub

Breaksx *



General Tips: What | Did

.......................................................

. Statistics:
3 weeks .- 6 weeks total
- Reviewed all topics .- 4 hours daily
- Focused on one section at a time - 4 practice exams

- Did quizzes until I got 70% (56%, 67%, 71%, 73%)

.- 1 trustworthy buddy
Took one practice test el
- Reviewed exam

- Took note of my weak subjects

Repeat

1 week ex

- Focused on weak subjects
- Lightly reviewed strong subjects

Relaxed




General Tips: What to Expect

Be Picture
Ready ke

EXAM EXAM EXAM DAY PRACTICE
SPECIFICATIONS ENVIRONMENT CHECKLIST EXAMS
5 hours 20 mins Half-screen Reference o NCEES approved Replicate exam environ.
25 min break Manual (searchable) calculator e

(after the 1st section, Half-screen test e ID (i.e license) i

e wear a mask
* use split screens

includes check out/in)

e Appointment
14 topics, 110 questions

5 laminated pages Confirmation Letter e no eraser
Recommend: 1 marker » Mask * no water/food
2 to 2.5 hours on Part 1 Noise cancelling e Snack/lunch « take scheduled break
Aim for 70% earphones » Light sweater * stick to one calculator

Get more paper in break » Eyewear needs (learn the stats shortcuts)
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BS in Civil Engineering Focus in Environmental

and Water Resources - Spring 2019
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FE Examination:
June 2019



Preparing to study:

e Know your strengths and weaknesses.
e Create a schedule that accounts for days off and
breaks.
o 3 and 8 hours on weekdays and weekends.
o Do exercise or a sport to tire you out physically.
e Study with someone.

A goal
without a plan

is just a wish.

zzre 1959 JUNE 19598 ==z



Studying:

e Use a digital copy of the manual and understand each section, formulas, graphs, etc.
e Take full of advantage of your calculator for mathematics and statistics.
o  Watch tutorial videos.
o Download PDF manual.
e Don't strive for perfection in a material. You need to be a jack of all traits.
o Know a subject so you can explain it to someone.
e Listen to youtube videos while driving. Recomm. Gregory Michaelson.
e Its okay if its overwhelming. Do not reschedule or cancel exam date. “90% is just showing up”.
e Use the practice test as if it were testing day:
o Buy a monitor to simulate the split screen.
o What snack are you going to eat?
e Use a pen instead of a pencil.
e KNOW YOUR STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

Marshall University 2018 FE Exam Review (Civil Engineering)

Gregory Michaelson

FE Exam Review: Mathematics (2018.08.29) + 1:43:16
FE Exam Review: Probability/Statistics, Computational Tools (2018.09.05) + 1:14:55

VIEW FULL PLAYLIST



During the exam:

Take something that does not have a lot of pockets, ex. Cargo pants.

Be 15-30 mins early.

Ask for extra paper if possible.

Look presentable.

Do not leave questions unanswered blank.
o Process of elimination.

) Complete guess 5,9
Create a table for questions you flagged: Hazzy material 15,18
Need time to figure out 4,13

Ask for extra paper, and stay organized when doing the work for a question.
o Write the question number next to the work.
o Be conservative on your space when writing parts of the question.
Stay focused on your goal.
Relax the day of your exam. You didn't pass? Who cares? It's the end goal that matters.
Y KNOW ¥ YOUR STRENGTHS @ AND ¢ WEAKNESSES



Questions?
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